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class college loans; apprenticeships for people
who aren’t going to college; an expansion of
Head Start.

It’s been a very long time since there has
been such a productive relationship. But the
people don’t know it because this has been a
contentious 2 years. The Republicans have been
more partisan than any party has against a Presi-
dent of the opposing party since World War
II. There’s no precedent for it. And I’ve taken
on a lot of tough issues, a lot of special interest
groups. I’ve tried to change the direction of
this country. And when you do that, you have
to be willing to make enemies and you have
to be willing to see your approval ratings go
down in the short run as people are, at least,
confused by all the conflict which is engendered.
Plus, everybody knows that the nature of the
way Americans get their information today is
more contentious, more divisive, more adver-
sarial than ever before.

So I’ve been given an opportunity now in
the last week or 10 days of this campaign to
get out and talk to the American people and
make my case. The people of Iowa are fair-
minded people. And I was there when you
needed me and so was everybody in my admin-
istration, in a hurry, in the flood. And we stayed,
and we’ve seen this through. I have been a

good President for the farmers of this country
and good for the Iowa economy and good for
the ordinary working people of this country. And
when the record comes out, the people will
make the right decision.

Plus, the Republicans are offering us an unbe-
lievable journey into the past that got us in
so much trouble. I mean, they want to go back
to trickle-down economics. They’re making a
trillion dollars’ worth of promises: big tax cuts
for the wealthy, more defense expenditures, a
balanced budget. The only way to do it is to
have a 20 percent across-the-board cut in Social
Security, Medicare, and everything else. And if
they don’t intend to do it, they’re going to ex-
plode the deficit and put our economy in deep
trouble once again.

Mr. Bachman. Mr. President, I know you’ll
be saying more of that tomorrow right here in
Des Moines. Thank you very much for joining
us.

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Bachman. And have a safe trip.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 5:50 p.m. The
President spoke by satellite from the Rhode Island
Convention Center in Providence, RI.

Interview With Van Harden, Bonnie Lucas, and Bob Quinn of
WHO Radio, Des Moines, Iowa
November 2, 1994

1993 Midwest Flood

Mr. Harden. Well, we’re very fortunate to
have a very special guest on the phone with
us here today, here on ‘‘Van and Bonnie in
the Morning,’’ President Bill Clinton. Mr. Presi-
dent, welcome to WHO Radio.

The President. Thanks, it’s nice to be back
with you. I was there once before, remember?

Mr. Harden. Yes, I was just going to say,
the last time we talked we—well, you were here
filling up sand bags, helping us with water jugs,
and all that.

The President. Yes, we had a lot of water
the last time I was there. I’ll never forget that.

Mr. Harden. Times are a lot better now, we’re
happy to report. And we want to thank you,
too, for especially the moral support you lended
us during that time because, as you found out,
it was not very good back then.

The President. It was difficult but, you know,
I was honored to be able to do it, and I’m
proud of the response that we had from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency and
Secretary Espy and all the others. We worked
very hard with the people of Iowa on that flood,
and I was honored to do it.

Mr. Harden. Well, you got a chance to see
from the airplane a lot of the agricultural—our
crops and things that were going on. And we
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have Bob Quinn, our farm director, here that
would like to ask you a few questions in that
regard.

The President. Hello, Bob.

Ethanol
Mr. Quinn. Mr. President, when we talked

in April of ’93, the first time we met in New
York City, we talked about your support of eth-
anol and the clean air bill. Well, the clean air
bill, as you well know, has kind of stalled out;
it’s blocked in court. What’s your stance on eth-
anol? Still supporting ethanol?

The President. I’m still strongly for it. As you
know, we stayed with our commitment, and we
went forward with the ethanol policy, which was
strongly supported by the farmers in the Middle
West. And we’ve been sued in court; I think
we’ll win that lawsuit. I think that it is within
the policy discretion of our Government to sup-
port ethanol. I think it’s good for agriculture,
good for the environment, and I still have the
same position.

Farm Bill
Mr. Quinn. You know, we’re talking about

the farm bill right now, and we’ve heard some
talk over the weekend from the Republican side
that there may be some cutting of farm pro-
grams. Now, in your farm bill plan, do you hope
to reduce spending or cut farm programs at
all?

The President. Well, I think we need to make
a distinction between what the two alternatives
are here, because they are dramatic.

We’ve already figured into the budget and
all the farm groups have supported the fact that
the subsidy programs themselves will be some-
what less costly in the years ahead because of
the trade agreements and especially the GATT
agreement. But the reason for that is that we’ve
got agreement from our competitors, especially
in Europe, to cut their subsidies. And our prod-
ucts are so much more competitive, we’re going
to sell more on the markets around the world,
and that’s going to increase farm income. That’s
a good thing and, I think everyone would admit,
an appropriate thing to do.

What they’re talking about is something very
different from that. They have made all these
promises. They’ve promised to cut taxes—mostly
for the rich, but they just want to throw tax
cuts around; they’ve promised to spend more

on defense and on Star Wars; and they promised
to balance the budget in 5 years.

Now, the House Budget Committee did an
analysis and basically says if they do that, they’ll
just have to cut everything across the board:
$2,000 a Social Security recipient a year, cut
Medicare, cut farm programs, cut veterans pro-
grams. If they back out of cutting Social Secu-
rity, then they have to cut everything else 30
percent across the board. If they back out of
that, we’re right back into the trickle-down eco-
nomics of the eighties, where we explode the
deficit and put the economy in the ditch. So,
they’re in a pickle. They’ve made a bunch of
promises that the only way they can keep their
promises is to devastate the farm programs.

We’ve got a chance to be very creative and
flexible in the ’95 farm bill and do some things
that help farmers without being imprudent with
our tax dollars. You know, we can’t do what
they want; we cannot. And that’s why I’m telling
all the people in the farm belt, you know, you
just don’t need to send people to Congress that
are addicted to this rather way-out contract no-
tion that you can promise people the Moon and
there are no consequences to it. It’s not the
way to run a country. We need to run our
country with discipline and look towards the fu-
ture.

Talk Radio
Mr. Harden. Mr. President, the last time you

were here, you graciously did a talk show for
us on WHO. We were mostly talking about the
flood. But when you were done, I said, ‘‘Well,
you do a pretty good talk show,’’ and you said,
well, you might like to host a show like that
someday. And I just was curious as to when
you think you might be available?

The President. Well, I hope it won’t be
quite—[laughter]—let me say this, I hope it’ll
be longer before I’m available than some talk
show hosts hope it will be. [Laughter] But I’d
like to do it because I think that radio is in
some ways more intimate than television even.
And I think that talk shows can be very, very
helpful in furthering the national dialog. But
I think that it’s important that they really be
conversations and not screaming matches and
not just a form of attack journalism. Because
when you do that, nobody learns anything, and
people are liable to have their heads full of
facts that aren’t accurate. So, I think it’s like
any other weapon: The more powerful it is, the
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more potential you have for good, the more
potential you have for harm.

White House Communications
Ms. Lucas. We want to know, Mr. President,

do you really have a red telephone in your of-
fice? And if so, who calls you on it?

The President. [Laughter] No, it’s not red,
but I do have two sets of phones. I have my
normal set of phones, and then I have a set
of phones that have absolutely secure lines that
are not subject to anybody tapping or inter-
vening on. And I use it on occasions for secure
conversations, normally with foreign leaders who
have something very sensitive they want to dis-

cuss with me and they’re worried that they don’t
want anybody in their country or our country
to know about it. It’s not red, but it is secure.

Mr. Harden. Mr. President, thank you so
much for taking the time with us, and we’ll
see you tomorrow here in Iowa.

The President. Can’t wait.
Mr. Harden. Okay.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview was recorded at 6:05 p.m.
on November 2 for broadcast at 8 a.m. on Novem-
ber 3. The President spoke by telephone from the
Rhode Island Convention Center in Providence,
RI.

Statement on Signing the International Antitrust Enforcement Assistance
Act of 1994
November 2, 1994

I am pleased today to sign into law H.R.
4781, the ‘‘International Antitrust Enforcement
Assistance Act of 1994.’’ This important Admin-
istration initiative will help the antitrust enforce-
ment agencies, the Department of Justice, and
the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), to pro-
tect American consumers and businesses from
price-fixing and other anticompetitive conduct
by international businesses operating in our mar-
kets.

This Act will allow the Attorney General and
the FTC to enter into agreements with foreign
antitrust agencies. Under these agreements, the
foreign agencies will, on a reciprocal basis, pro-
vide investigative information in their possession
and obtain antitrust evidence on our agencies’
behalf from persons and businesses within their
jurisdiction. The Act includes appropriate safe-
guards to ensure that any confidential U.S. busi-
ness information supplied to foreign antitrust au-
thorities under those agreements will not be im-
properly used or disclosed.

This Act reflects the United States’ commit-
ment and resolve to ensure that American con-
sumers and businesses reap the benefits of free
and fair trade in our markets, including lower
prices. It will also ensure that consumers and
businesses will not become victims of anti-
competitive market abuses. This legislation will
help us in enforcing our antitrust laws against

foreign and international firms who participate
in our markets to the same extent as they are
enforced against U.S. firms. Until now, U.S.
antitrust enforcement agencies have often found
vital evidence to be out of reach abroad.

At the initiative of Attorney General Reno
and Assistant Attorney General Bingaman, this
bill was introduced by a bipartisan coalition in
both Houses of Congress and quickly won public
and business support. I want to commend the
bill’s sponsors, particularly Chairman Metzen-
baum and Senator Thurmond in the Senate, and
Chairman Brooks and Representative Fish in the
House, as well as the congressional leadership,
for introducing and bringing this legislation to
my desk so quickly.

I look forward with American consumers and
businesses to the strengthened antitrust enforce-
ment that should result from this Act. I am
certain that we will achieve the cooperation of
our trading partners as we seek to negotiate
these agreements on a reciprocal basis.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 2, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4781, approved November 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–438.
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